Duncan devotes an excellent chapter to such weapons of mass destruction and while he does not make any startling revelations, he provides a highly readable summary of the dangers, from dry anthrax to sarin to dirty bombs. On the latter, he cites media reports that, in 2002, "the Justice Department announced that it had interrupted a plan by al Qaeda to detonate a dirty bomb in the United States by the arrest of a man identified as Abdullah al-Mujahir, a thirty-one-year old former Chicago gang member named Jose Padilla, who had converted to Islam." The message is clear that the terrorist threat on U.S. (and for that matter Canadian) soil is very real and that the same criminal element that will deal in drugs, gambling and prostitution can move easily to weapons of mass destruction and terrorist activities, as market needs dictate. The author's view on how this has been handled to date is probably best expressed by the chapter's title, "The Threat and the Bureaucratic Maze."
Duncan is especially well-versed in the issues behind "narco-terrorism," having been the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) official charged with co-coordinating the department's counter-drug policy and operations, with a budget of US$1.2 billion. On that subject, he explains the difficulty of coordinating numerous federal agencies, as well as state and territory governors. He presents a previously undocumented, though probably all too common, example of how things do not always happen as they should in Washington. Recent evidence of the continuing link between drug trafficking and global terrorism from Latin America to the Middle East demonstrates that these counter-drug efforts had, at best, very limited success. we came to where we are, how the bureaucratic maze in Washington has made things worse, and why the future may still hold hope.
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